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Episode 1 - Overview of the Old Testament 

The Pentateuch, the Law of Moses 
Genesis - The Beginning 
The book of Genesis answers the question, “Where did all of this come from?” Genesis is the 
story of how the world was created, and how Israel began as a nation. The author tells this story 
as a series of beginnings, starting with the creation of the universe and narrowing it down to 
one family, Israel. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Seed of the Woman” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - Messiah would be born of the seed of a woman (Genesis 3:15, 
Luke 1:34-35)  
Messiah would be a descendant of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob (Genesis 12:3, 17:19, 28:14, Luke 
3:23-34)  
Messiah would be a king in the line of Judah (Genesis 49:10, John 1:49)  
The person of Melchizedek - the High Priest (Genesis 14:18)  
The life of Isaac - the sacrificed son (Genesis 22)  
The life of Joseph - the rejected brother (Genesis 37) 

Exodus - The Going Out 
The book of Exodus is the story of God rescuing the children of Israel from Egypt and making 
them His covenant people. Exodus is where we find the stories of the Ten Plagues, the first 
Passover, the parting of the Red Sea, and the Ten Commandments. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Passover Lamb” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The life of Moses, the deliverer, the great prophet. 
The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12, John 1:29,36)  
The Manna from Heaven (Exodus 16, John 6)  
The Rock struck at Horeb (Exodus 17, 1 Cor 10:4)  
The Tabernacle (Brazen Altar, Lampstand, Table of Showbread, Ark of the covenant etc, Genesis 
25-30) 

Leviticus - Levi the Priest, Worship 
You could sum up the book of Leviticus with God’s repeated command: “Be holy, as I am 
holy.” Leviticus is a book of laws, but it’s also a book of worship. This book is filled with details 
on how the people of God should live, eat, sacrifice, and celebrate in holiness. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The High Priest” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The sacrifices and offerings (Leviticus 1-7)  
In the Jewish festivals (Passover, Atonement, Leviticus 16, 23)  
In the scapegoat (Leviticus 16:7-9)  
In the person and duties of the High Priest (Leviticus 16) 

Numbers - The Numbering of God’s People 
Numbers tells the story of Israel’s wanderings through the wilderness en route to the promised 
land of Canaan. Numbers begins and ends with Moses counting all the people in the nation, 
which is how the book gets its name. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Pillar of Cloud and Fire” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - Messiah would be a King (Numbers 24:17)  
The bronze serpent (Numbers 21:8-9)  
The Water from the Rock (Numbers 20) 

https://jesusplusnothing.com/studies/online/Tabernacle1.htm
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Deuteronomy - The Second Law (a repetition of the Law found in Leviticus) 
Israel is finally about to enter the promised land of Canaan. Before they do, Moses rallies the 
people to remind them of God’s law, and why they should obey Him. This is how the book of 
Deuteronomy gets its name: it’s the “second giving” of God’s law. 
Revelation of Jesus - “Prophet Like Moses” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - Messiah will be a prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15-19, John 6:14)  
Messiah would be worshipped by angels (Deuteronomy 32:43, Luke 2:13-14)  
The cities of refuge (Deuteronomy 4:41) 

Historical Writings 
Joshua 
Joshua is the story of how Israel moved into the promised land of Canaan. It details the 
battles and treaties between Israel and the native Canaanites, and then tells us how the tribes of 
Israel divided up the land. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Captain of our Salvation” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The person of Joshua (our leader into the promised land)  
The Promised Land  
The Commander of the Army (Josh 5:13-15) 

Judges 
Judges is the account of how Israel behaves between the death of Joshua and the leadership of 
a king. Instead of remaining loyal to God and following His laws, this generation of Israelites 
wanders in their faith, worshiping idols and indulging in gratuitous violence. 
The Revelation of Jesus - “The Judge and Lawgiver” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The Judges, Jesus is the true judge of the living and the dead. 

Ruth 
The story of Ruth takes place during the time of the Judges: it’s a bright story of hope during a 
very dark period in Israel’s spiritual and political history. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Kinsman Redeemer” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - Messiah would be a descendant of Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 
4:12-17) 
The Person of Boaz (Ruth 2:1) 

1 Samuel & 2 Samuel 
Samuel marks a great turning point in Israel’s history; Israel transitions from a theocracy to a 
monarchy. Instead of crying to God for help, which worked before (Judges 3:9, 15), Israel 
demands that Samuel appoint a king. At first, they are saddled with the ungodly Saul, but God 
raises up another to deliver and lead His people. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Prophet of the Lord” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - Messiah exalted by God with power (1 Samuel 2:10, Matthew 
28:18)  
Messiah would be a descendant of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16, Matthew 1:1)  
Messiah would be the 'Rock' (2 Samuel 23:2-3, 1 Corinthians 10:4)  
The person of David - The King in Exile (1 Samuel 22)  
The person of Jonathon - the faithful friend (1 Samuel 18:1-4) 

https://overviewbible.com//2-samuel/


 of 4 4

1 Kings & 2 Kings 
The books of Kings show us how faithful God is to His people. We see the full spectrum of God’s 
dealings with Israel, from extreme blessing under Solomon to utter desolation and captivity for 
the divided kingdom. These blessings and curses were all promised to Israel in the book of 
Deuteronomy. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Reigning King” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The life of Solomon (the Millennial Reign)  
In the life and miracles of the prophet Elisha (multiplying bread 2 Kings 4:42, healing the leper 2 
Kings 5) 

1 Chronicles & 2 Chronicles 
What if you had the job of communicating your nation’s entire history, its rulers, wars, religious 
events, and economic cycles, starting with the beginning of mankind? First and Second 
Chronicles is that history for Israel. It’s the story of Israel’s kings and God’s faithfulness to His 
promises. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Glorious Temple” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah (1 Chronicles 5:2, 
Luke 3:23-32)  
In Solomon's temple  
In the Wisdom of Solomon (2 Chronicles 9:22) 

Ezra & Nehemiah 
Ezra and Nehemiah were originally considered two parts of one book. Ezra focuses on 
rebuilding the temple; Nehemiah focuses on rebuilding the city of Jerusalem. Both form the 
story of how God re-establishes Israel in the land He promised to her. 
Revelation of Jesus - “The Rebuilder of the Walls” 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The person of Zerubbabel, the rebuilder of the Temple (Ezra 4) 
The person of Nehemiah, the rebuilder of the walls of salvation 

Esther 
Courage, faith, betrayal, politics, and plots of genocide. The book of Esther is a drama about how 
two Jews risked everything to save their people. Set in Persia, and chronologically, in a 40 year 
gap between Ezra 6 and 7, it records an incident part of the remnant of Jews who did not return 
to Israel after the exile. 
Revelation of Jesus - Mordecai 
Types and Prophecies of Jesus - The  person of Mordecai, who was kind and compassionate 

Memory Verse 
Genesis 3:15 NIV 
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He 
will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 


