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Episode  - Overview of the New Testament 

The New Testament 
The twenty seven books of the New Testament fall into five general categories: the Gospels, the 
single book of Acts, Paul’s letters to the churches, Paul’s letters to church leaders, and a 
collection of letters sent out mostly to larger groups of believers  

The Gospels 
The first four books of the New Testament are known as the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. Each book tells us about the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We have four gospels because during the early church period, four people were compelled and 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to tell the story of Jesus. This story comes to us from four very 
different perspectives. Each gospel was written for a different original group of people, by a 
different author, who was compelled to accomplish a different purpose. 
Let’s take a closer look at each one: 

The Gospel of Matthew - A tax collector, a disciple of Jesus and an apostle 
Written early to mid AD 60’s 
Matthew is the first gospel of the four. This gospel was written for people familiar with the Old 
Testament, both the Law of Moses and the prophets. Matthew makes more references to the Old 
Testament than any other gospel. 
Matthew takes great care to show how Jesus fulfills the prophecies made about him earlier in 
the Bible, especially focusing on Jesus’ role as the Messiah, the promised King descended from 
David. 
Today, Matthew is the perfect book to bridge the gap between the Old and New Testaments. In 
the famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Messiah” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Son of David (Matthew 1:1)  
The King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2)  
The Son of God (Matthew 2:15)  
The Bridegroom (Matthew 9:15 

The Gospel of Mark - A missionary 
Written late AD 50’s or early 60’s 
This is the shortest gospel. In fact, it may be that this gospel was written so that it could be 
easily memorised and recited aloud; basically written to “go viral.”  
According to early church tradition, this gospel was written by John Mark, the same man who 
backed out of his missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:37–39). Mark purportedly 
aided the apostle Peter later in life, and this gospel is an arranged collection of Peter’s 
memories of Jesus. 
Mark was written for a wide audience. He focuses on Jesus’ role as the suffering servant and 
son of God. While the other gospels contain long discourses and sermons of Jesus, Mark is all 
about action. This is where we see Jesus doing things, and then doing more things. It’s very 
action orientated, the word “immediately” shows up frequently. Of the four gospels, Mark reads 
most like a story. 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Miracle Worker” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Holy One of God (Mark 1:24)  
The Servant (Mark 10:45)  
The King of Israel (Mark 15:32) 
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The Gospel of Luke - A Physician, an aid to Paul, and a writer/historian 
Written in the early AD 60’s or 70’s, but after the Gospel of Mark, and before Acts 
Luke is the longest of the four gospels, in fact, it’s the longest book of the New Testament. Luke 
is the historical, journalistic Gospel, a thorough account of the episodes in Jesus’ life arranged 
in chronological order. This gospel was written to establish believers in the teachings of Jesus 
(Luke 1:1–4). 
Church tradition recognises the first century physician Luke as the author and editor of this 
book, which is how it gets its name. Luke may be one of the only non-Hebrew authors of the 
Bible based on a few clues we pick up in the New Testament. This gospel presents Jesus as the 
seeking saviour of all nations (Luke 2:30–32). It was and continues to be a rich story of Jesus’ 
life and ministry for both those who don’t know much about Jesus and those who have a great 
deal of familiarity with the Old Testament. 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Son of Man” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Horn of Salvation (Luke 1:69)  
The Consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25) 

The Gospel of John - A disciple of Jesus, and an apostle 
Written probably in the early AD 80’s 
John is the persuasive Gospel. It was written to show the miracles of Jesus, so that those who 
read His story will believe in Him and have everlasting life (John 20:30–31). 
John’s account of Jesus’ teachings and miracles emphasise the divine nature of Jesus. To John, 
Jesus is the Son of God, come to destroy the works of the evil one. The whole book is arranged 
to present Jesus this way. 
That means the gospel of John has a very different feel from the other three. The way the gospel 
starts is a good example. Mark begins with Jesus’ baptism, Luke begins with the happenings 
surrounding Jesus’ birth, Matthew begins with Abraham, and traces the generations down to 
Jesus. But John takes us all the way back to the very first words of the Bible: “In the beginning” 
(John 1:1). John is telling the story of the eternal, divine Almighty God who became flesh, dwelt 
among us, and died so that we might have everlasting life. 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Son of God” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Only Begotten Son (John 1:14,18)  
The Lamb of God (John 1:29,36)  
The Bread of life (John 6:35)  
The Light of the World (John 8:1)  
The I AM! (John 8:58)  
The Door of the Sheep: (John 10:7,9)  
The Good Shepherd (John 10:11)  
The Resurrection and life (John 11:25)  
The Way, the Truth, the Life (John 14:6)  
The True Vine (John 15:1) 

The Acts of the Apostles/The Holy Spirit 
Acts 
Written early AD 60’s or 70’s  
The book of Acts is a sequel to the gospel of Luke (Acts 1:1–2; Luke 1:1–4). It is the author’s 
account of how the followers of Jesus grew from a small group of witnesses to a movement that 
spread throughout the Roman empire and impacted the known world. The central characters in 
this narrative are Peter and Paul, two prominent leaders in the early church. 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Ascended Lord” “Baptiser in the Holy Spirit” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Prince of Life (Acts 3:15)  
The Judge of the living and the dead (Acts 10:42)  
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The Just One (Acts 7:52)  
The Hope of Israel (Acts 28:20) 

Memory Verse 
Luke 24:44 NIV 
“He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you, Everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 


