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Episode 5 - Overview of the New Testament 

Paul’s Letters to the Churches 
Nine of Paul’s letters were addressed to local churches in certain areas of the Roman empire. 
On the whole, these epistles tend to deal with three general issues: 
Doctrine - What Christians should know 
Application - What Christians should do with doctrine, how to live 
Personal - Specific instructions, greetings, etc 
Paul’s writings on application are usually rather general. You’ll see Paul telling children to obey 
parents, masters to be kind to their slaves etc, but you won’t find Paul giving children a list of 
things to do, or giving masters a bill of slaves’ rights in the church. 
Paul focuses on the “why” (doctrine) and the “what” (application), not so much on the “how.” 

Romans 
Paul explains how the gospel works and how to respond. Paul wrote this letter before he 
had visited the church in Rome, most probably in AD 57.  
The main theme verse of Romans is - 
Romans 1:16-17 NIV 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness 
of God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Justifier” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Rock of Offence (Romans 9:33)  
The Deliverer (Romans 11:26)  
The Lord of the dead and the living (Romans 14:9)  
The Root of Jesse (Romans 15:12) 

1 Corinthians  
In AD 55, Paul admonished the local church that he had founded in Corinth. They were divided 
and immature, and were abusing the emblems of Communion and the Spiritual Gifts.  
The main theme verse of 1 Corinthians is -  
1 Corinthians 10:31 NIV 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “Our Sanctifier” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The First-fruits (1 Corinthians 15:23) 
The Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45) 

2 Corinthians 
By AD 56, the Corinthian church had escalated and then resolved their conflict with Paul. Second 
Corinthians is Paul’s letter of forgiveness and reconciliation.  
The main theme verse for 2 Corinthians is -  
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 NIV 
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “Our Reconciler” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Suffering servant (2 Corinthians 1:5, 12:10) 
The Comforter (2 Corinthians 1:5) 
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Galatians 
Someone had misled the churches of Galatia, returning them to the Law of Moses and devaluing 
God’s grace. Paul writes the Galatians an aggressive letter to set them straight on their freedom 
in Christ and to bring them back to the truth. The main theme verse of Galatians is -  
Galatians 5:1 NIV 
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The One Who Sets Us Free”  
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:3) 

Ephesians  
Paul outlines the doctrines of grace, peace, and salvation, and then instructs the church to walk 
in a manner worthy of Jesus Christ. 
The main theme verse of Ephesians is - 
Ephesians 4:1 NIV 
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Christ of Riches” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - Head over all things (Ephesians 1:22) 
The Cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20) 

Philippians  
Even though he’s suffering in prison, Paul finds joy in Christ. He writes to the church at Philippi 
urging them to take on a Christlike attitude in spite of their persecution. 
The main theme verse of Philippians is -  
Philippians 4:4 NIV 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again, Rejoice!” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The God Who Meets Our Every Need” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Name above all names (Philippians 2:9) 

Colossians  
This letter explains to the church at Colossae who they are in Christ, and how to walk in Christ. 
The main theme verse of Colossians is - 
Colossians 2:6-7 NIV 
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in Him, rooted and 
built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Fulness of the Godhead” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Image of the Invisible God (Colossians 1:15)  
The Head of the body (Colossians 1:18)  
The Beginning (Colossians 1:18)  
The Firstborn from the dead (Colossians 1:18)  
The Hope of Glory (Colossians 1:27) 

1 Thessalonians  
The church of Thessalonica is setting a great example for other churches, even though they’re 
being persecuted for their faith. Paul encourages them to excel even more. 
The main theme verse of 1 Thessalonians is -  
1 Thessalonians 4:1 NIV 
“As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to 
please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to 
do this more and more.” 
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Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Soon Coming King” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - Like a thief in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:2) 
The bringer of salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:9) 

2 Thessalonians   
The affliction and persecution wasn’t easing up on the Thessalonian church, so Paul coaches 
them on standing firm until Jesus returns. 
The main theme verse of 2 Thessalonians is - 
2 Thessalonians 3:3 NIV 
“But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - The Soon Coming King” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The faithful God (2 Thessalonians 3:3) 

Pastoral Letters from Paul 
Three of Paul’s letters are addressed to individual pastors. Two are written to Timothy, and the 
last is written to Titus. Because these letters are for specific individuals, they include more 
specific instructions than his other letters. 
Paul considers Timothy and Titus to be his sons in the faith. He trusts them to manage their 
local churches well and maintain his sound teaching. Today, these letters still teach us how the 
church should be led, and are particularly helpful for church planters. 

1 Timothy  
This is Paul’s guide to godliness and sound teaching for the young pastor Timothy at Ephesus. 
The main theme verse of 1 Timothy is -  
1 Timothy 3:15 NIV 
“if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Mediator Between God and Man” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The King of Ages (1 Timothy 1:17)  
The Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) 

2 Timothy  
Paul’s death is drawing near, and he charges Timothy to carry on his work of the Gospel. 
The main theme verse of 2 Timothy is - 
2 Timothy 1:13-14 NIV 
“What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ 
Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you, guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit 
who lives in us.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Mediator Between God and Man” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The judge of the living and the dead (2 Timothy 4:1) 

Titus  
Paul had left Titus at Crete to set order in the churches there. He gives Titus instructions for 
leading a church in a context with cultural challenges. 
The main theme verse of Titus is - 
Titus 1:5 NIV 
“The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and 
appoint elders in every town, as I directed you.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Blessed Hope” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Blessed Hope (Titus 2:13)  
The Great God and Saviour (Titus 2:13) 
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Philemon  
This short letter is a hybrid of the two categories. It’s a message to Philemon, a leader in the 
Colossian church, but it’s also addressed to the church that meets in his house. In a way, it’s an 
open letter to an individual. 
Philemon’s runaway slave had converted to Christianity, and Paul was sending him back to 
Philemon. Paul encourages Philemon to welcome the runaway as a brother, not a slave, the rest 
of the church is witness to Paul’s exhortation. 
So the letter to Philemon has specific instructions for an individual church leader (like the 
pastoral epistles) but is addressed to a local congregation (like a church letter).  
The main theme verse of Philemon is - 
Philemon 1:15-16 NIV 
“Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him 
back forever, no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to 
me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Friend Closer Than a Brother” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Lord Jesus Christ (Philemon 1:3) 

Memory Verse 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”


