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Episode 6 - Overview of the New Testament 

The General Letters  
For the most part, the following letters were written to large groups of Christians living in the 
first century Roman empire. These letters address a wide array of topics important to Christians 
of the time, and remain relevant to us today. With the exceptions of Hebrews and Revelation, 
these letters are named after their traditional authors. 

Hebrews 
No other book of the Bible so powerfully demonstrates Jesus’ supremacy. Throughout Hebrews, 
the author compares Jesus to the heroes and icons of the Jewish faith. Each hero played a part, 
but His sacrifice, His covenant, and His current ministry are far greater than anything the others 
have to offer. 
The main theme verse of Hebrews is - 
Hebrews 10:23-24 NIV 
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Blood That Washes Away Our Sin” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Heir of All Things (Hebrews 1:2)  
The Faithful High Priest (Hebrews 2:17)  
The Author and Finisher of our Faith (Hebrews 12:2) 

James 
In only 108 verses, James, a Jew, addresses the trials his brothers and sisters are facing in the 
world, and sets out very practical approaches to Christian living for the people of God. 
The main theme verse of James is -  
James 1:22 NIV 
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “Our Great Physician” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Lord of Glory (James 2:1)  
The Judge at the door (James 5:9) 

1 Peter 
To Peter, suffering is something the Christian should always see coming. We’re foreigners here, 
and we shouldn’t expect to be treated differently until our King claims dominion forever and ever 
The main theme verse of 1 Peter is -  
1 Peter 4:16 NIV 
“However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Chief Shepherd” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Living Stone (1 Peter 2:1) 
The Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4) 

2 Peter 
The second epistle of Peter is a brief letter of reminders for first century Christians. Peter urges 
his readers to make every effort to grow in their faith, to remember that the promises of God 
spoken by the prophets and apostles, are trustworthy, and to beware of false teachers. 
The main theme verse of  1 Peter is - 
2 Peter 3:2 NIV 
“I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the 
command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.” 
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Main Revelation of Jesus - “The Chief Shepherd” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - Our Lord and Saviour (2 Peter 3:18) 

1 John 
False teachers had arisen from among the church. Now some people were teaching that Jesus 
wasn’t human, denying that He was the true Messiah. This is a letter written from a wise and 
loving father to a troubled church reminding them that children of God believe in Jesus Christ, 
keep His commandments, and love one another. 
The main theme verse of 1 John is - 
1 John 3:23 NIV 
“And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one 
another as He commanded us.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “Everlasting Love” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Eternal Life (1 John 1:2) 
The Righteous One, and advocate (1 John2:1) 

2 John 
John continues to deal with false teachers and reminds his readers to know the truth. He 
encourages them that truth, love, and obedience should be a part of everyday life, and that God’s 
children should understand how to live this out. 
The main theme verse of 2 John is - 
2 John 6 NIV 
“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the 
beginning, his command is that you walk in love.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “Everlasting Love” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Father’s Son (2 John 3) 

3 John 
Diotrephes is stirring up strife in Gaius’ church. He’s rejecting John’s earlier letter, babbling 
accusations against the apostle, and even excommunicating church members who welcome 
other Christians into their homes. When truth is rejected, fellowship is fractured. 
The main theme verse of 3 John is -  
3 John 4 NIV 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “Everlasting Love” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Name (3 John 7) 

Jude 
Jude is a call to fight, but it’s not like any other battle cry in history. It’s a charge to delight in God 
and show mercy to others. This is how the church fights valiantly for the faith: by loving God and 
showing mercy. 
The main theme verse of Jude is -  
Jude 3 NIV 
“I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to 
God’s holy people.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - "The God Our Saviour” 
Titles or Names of Jesus - The only wise God, our Saviour (Jude 1:25) 
 
Revelation 
In exile on the Island of Patmos John receives a message from Jesus for seven 
churches in Asia, modern-day Turkey. Of the seven, one is about to undergo intense 
suffering, one has kept His word, and the other five were faltering in their loyalty to 

https://overviewbible.com/revelation/
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Jesus. The Lord warns the churches that He is the righteous judge, and He knows their deeds. 
He calls the faltering churches to repentance, and makes seven encouraging promises to those 
who overcome. Then, John is taken into heaven to witness “what must take place after these 
things”. So begins a long series of prophetic visions for the churches. 
John faithfully writes everything down as a prophetic letter to the seven churches, with a closing 
message from Jesus: “I am coming quickly.” 
Revelation is the resolution of all things: the Kingdom of God is once again physically and 
literally restored to earth. The dead are raised. The final judgments are rendered. And all things 
are made new. 
Revelation may be distinct from the New Testament, but its style and theology are right at home 
in the Bible. Revelation’s symbolic visions are similar to what we see in the Old Testament 
prophecies of Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah. 

The main theme verse of Revelation is -  
Revelation 1:19 NIV 
“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.” 
Main Revelation of Jesus - “The King of Kings and the Lord of Lords”  
Titles or Names of Jesus - The Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last: (Revelation 1:17, 22:13)  
The Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5)  
The Word of God (Revelation 19:13)  
The King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16)  
The Bright Morning Star (Revelation 22:16) 

Memory Verse 
Jude 1:24-25 NIV 
“To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before His glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy, to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.” 


